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INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2004/018222 



I . Basis of the report 



1. With regard to the language, this opinion is based on the following: 
f>El The international application in the language in which it was filed 



2. With regard to the elements of the international application, this report is based on (replacement sheets 
which have been furnished to the receiving Office in response to an invitation under PCT Article 14 are 
referred to in this report as "originally filed " and are not annexed to this report): 



the description: 
pages 1-3, 8-1 9 



pages 4-7 



as originally filed/furnished 
_, received by this Authority on 20 February 2006 



|5cl the claims: 
Nos. 11,12 



Nos. 5,1Q 



as originally filed/furnished 

received by this Authority on 20 February 2006 



the drawings: 
Figures 1-9 



as originally filed/furnished 



3. [|c] The amendments have resulted in the cancellation of: 
the claims, Nos. 1-4 r 6-9 



OMISSION (4) 



2 



TRANSLATION of related part of Form PCT/IPEA409 

INTERNATIONAL PRELIMINARY REPORT ON PATENTABILITY 



International application No. 
PCT/JP2 004/018222 



V. Reasoned statement under Article 12 (PCT Article 35(2)) with regard to novelty, inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. STATEMENT 
Novelty (N) 

Inventive Step (IS) 

Industrial Applicability (LA) 



Claims 


3, J.U-1<£ 

NONR 


Ian 
NO 


Claim s 


10-12 


YRS 


maims 


5 


NO 




5, 10-1? 


YES 


Claims 


NONE 


NO 



2 . CITATIONS AND EXPLANATIONS (PCT Rule70.7) 

Document 1: JP 2003-208199 A (Hitachi ULSI systems Co., Ltd.), 25 July, 
2003, Full text, all drawings 

Document 2: JP 5-2524 98 A (Mitsubishi Electric Corporation) , 28 September, 
1993, Full text, all drawings 

(As for Claim 5) 

Document 1 describes an audio compression/decompression device by the 
ADPCM method at a variable bit rate. 

Document 2 (particularly in [Figure 1] and [Figure 2] ) describes a device 
of performing coding/decoding at a variable bit rate wherein characteristics 
of a band variable low-pass filter (corresponding to a high-note component 
cutting. unit as defined in Claim 5) are changed to perform coding according 
to a desired bit rate. 

Although the inventions as described in Documents 1 and 2 have a 
difference in that the respective target digital signals are audio or video, 
both inventions belong to a common or close technical art of digital signal 
coding/decoding at a variable bit rate. Thus, trying to adopt "a band 
variable low-pass filter" as described in Document 2 in the invention as 
described in Document 1, in realizing audio compression/decompression at 
a desired bit rate, could be easily done by a person skilled in the art. 

(As for Claims 10 to 12) 

In an audio compression/decompression device that employs an adaptive 
differential pulse code modulation circuit, changing cutoff frequency 
characteristics of "a high-note component cutting unit" for removing 
high-note frequency components from digital audio data that are input to 
the adaptive differential pulse code modulation circuit, on the basis of 
a result of comparison between "amplitude of a high-note range of the digital 
audio data that are input to the circuit" and "a threshold value" is not 
described in any of Documents cited in the International Search Report, nor 
obvious to a skilled in the art. 
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